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They attain their greatest size early in the
afternoon and gradually decrease toward
sunset.
FIG. 2
(3) The stratus (Fig. 3), so named from
its spreading out uniformly in a horizontal
layer, which receives all its additions in
volume from below. It belongs essentially
to the night, and it is frequently seen on
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fig-. 3
calm summer evenings after sunset ascend-
ing from the lower to the higher grounds,
and dispersing in the form of a cumulus
cloud at sunrise.
(4) The nimbus, or rain cloudy is recog-
nized by its fibrous border and uniformly
gray aspect It is a dense cloud, spreading
out into a crown of cirrus and passing be-
neath into a shower. It presents one of the
least attractive appearances among clouds,
but it is only when the dark surface of this
cloud forms its background that the splen-
did phenomenon of the rainbow is exhibited
in perfection (see fog; eaih; wikd).
The first three primary forms of clouds
are subdivided as follows: 1, the cirro
cumulus, composed of a collection of cirri,
and spreading itself frequently over the sky
in the form of beds of delicate snowflakes;
2, the cirro stratus, or wane cloud, so called
from its being generally seen slowly sinking
a&d in a state of transformation—when
seen in the distance a collection of these
4ouds suggests the resemblance of a shoal
of fish, and the sky, -when thickly mottled
them, is called in popular language a
 mackerel sky; 3, the cumulo stratus, or
twain cloudy one of the grandest and most
beautiful of clouds, consisting of a collection
of large, fieecy clouds overhanging a flat
stratum or base.
Cloud-burst, the name generally applied to
an unusually heavy local rain. In the United
States the term is restricted to a rain ex-
ceeding six inches and falling at the rate
of ten inches, or more, per hour. Cloud-
bursts cover only very small areas, usually
but a few acres in extent. They cause the
sudden overflow of streams and often con-
vert dry channels into mountain torrents
whose effect is very destructive.
CLOVER, klo'ver, one of the most at-
tractive and useful plants, recognized by
botanists as a member of the pea family.
It will grow wherever grass will flourish.
There are more than 300 species, of which
some are weeds, but many are valued as
food for cattle. Common red clover lives
for two years and sometimes, especially on
chalky soils, for three years. This Is the
land most commonly cultivated, as it yields
better than any of the other sorts. White
clover is a most valuable plant for pastur-
age over the whole of Europe, Central Asia
and North America, and it has also been
introduced into South America. The bee
gathers much of its best honey from clover,
for the blossoms are rich in nectar. It is
important to know, too, that clover will not
grow where there are no bumblebees, for
they are necessary to its fertilization. Aus-
tralia wished to grow clover, but they could
not do so until the farmers imported bees.
Alsike, or Swedish clover, has long been
cultivated in the south of Sweden, and now
for over a score of years in other countries;
it is strongly recommended for cold, moist,
stiff soils. It resembles the common red
clover in duration, stature and mode of
growth. Perennial red, or meadow, clover
much resembles the common red, but differs
somewhat in habit, and the bright red
flowers are larger and form a less compact
head. Its produce is less in quantity and
is not so nutritive as that of the common red.
Clover is an excellent crop for exhausted
lands, for the tubercles on the plant roots
gather and store quantities of nitrogen,
which go to restore the fertility of the soil.
CLOVES, Ho&w, the dried flower buds
of a tree which was first found in the Mo-
lucca Islands, but which is now grown in

